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Ambassador Marciel looks forward to
leading that team and continuing to
strengthen the U.S.-Burma relation-
ship.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise to
join Senator COTTON in urging our col-
leagues to vote for the confirmation of
Scot Marciel to be Ambassador to
Burma for the reasons Senator COTTON
pointed out.

There are exciting things happening
in Burma. It is a country in transition.
We have seen some promise. There are
still major challenges in that country.
We clearly need a confirmed ambas-
sador. It is important that the Senate
act, and I am glad to see we will be act-
ing in a few moments.

We couldn’t have a more qualified
person to take on the ambassadorship
of Burma than Scot Marciel. He cur-
rently serves as the Principal Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State for East
Asia and Pacific Affairs. I got to know
him very well in that capacity in the
last Congress when I chaired the sub-
committee of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions on East Asia and the Pacific. He
is a career diplomat who has taken on
some of the most challenging positions
in Foreign Service, including being the
Chief of Mission in Indonesia. He has
devoted his life to these challenges. 1
know he will do an excellent job rep-
resenting U.S. interests in Burma.

I urge our colleagues to support the
nomination.

Mr. President, I yield back the time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Marciel nomination?

Mr. MENENDEZ. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Senator
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), the
Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), the
Senator from Nebraska (Mr. SASSE),
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
TOOMEY), and the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. VITTER).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Maryland (Ms. MIKUL-
SKI), the Senator from Vermont (Mr.
SANDERS), and the Senator from New
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) are nec-
essarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 90,
nays 0, as follows:
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YEAS—90

Alexander Ernst Merkley
Ayotte Feinstein Moran
Baldwin Fischer Murkowski
Barrasso Flake Murphy
Bennet Franken Murray
Blumenthal Gardner Nelson
Blunt Gillibrand Paul
Booker Grassley Perdue
Boozman Hatch Peters
Boxer Heinrich Portman
Brown Heitkamp Reed
Burr Heller Reid
Cantwell Hirono Roberts
Capito Hoeven Rounds
Cardin Inhofe Schatz
Carper Isakson Schumer
Casey Johnson Scott
Cassidy Kaine Sessions
Coats King Shelby
Cochran Kirk Stabenow
Collins Klobuchar Sullivan
Coons Lankford Tester
Corker Leahy Thune
Cornyn Lee Tillis
Cotton Manchin Udall
Crapo Markey Warner
Daines McCain Warren
Donnelly McCaskill Whitehouse
Durbin McConnell Wicker
Enzi Menendez Wyden

NOT VOTING—10
Cruz Rubio Toomey
Graham Sanders Vitter
Mikulski Sasse
Risch Shaheen

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Dakota.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Under the previous order, the Presi-
dent will be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session.

The Senator from South Dakota.

————
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MCcCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak in morn-
ing business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The remarks of Mr. MCCAIN per-
taining to the introduction of S. 2519
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are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LANKFORD). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

—————

COMPREHENSIVE ADDICTION AND
RECOVERY ACT

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to simply say to Chairman
GRASSLEY and the Judiciary Com-
mittee: Thank you for being willing
this week to have a markup and to leg-
islate and report out a bill with regard
to the prescription drug and heroin epi-
demic we now face around our country.
The legislation is called the Com-
prehensive Addiction and Recovery
Act, or CARA. It focuses on several
areas. One is prevention and education
to try to keep people from making the
wrong decision and going down the
road to addiction, but another is to en-
courage States and provide incentives
to local governments and nonprofits to
use evidence-based treatment and re-
covery that has been proven to work to
try to deal with this epidemic.

Today we have unfortunately higher
levels of death from drug overdoses
than we do any other accidental cause
of death—more than car accidents, for
instance. In my own home State of
Ohio, this has been true for the last
couple of years. We lost over 2,400 Ohio-
ans last year to drug overdoses. Part of
the legislation also addresses this issue
directly by providing our law enforce-
ment and other first responders—fire-
fighters, EMS—with Narcan, also
known as naloxone, which is a miracle
drug to bring people back if they over-
dose.

Finally, the legislation helps to get
prescription drugs out of the hands of
the wrong people. There has been over-
prescribing over the years, and so our
legislation encourages getting these
drugs off the bathroom shelves so they
can’t be used and having a drug-moni-
toring program to tell if someone has
been prescribing these drugs. It would
be national in scope, so if someone
can’t get prescription drugs in one lo-
cation, they don’t go across the State
line to get them somewhere else.
Sadly, these narcotic painkillers have
caused a lot of the concern out there
because sometimes they are given ap-
propriately—maybe for pain—but they
are overprescribed, and then someone
uses them to the point that they be-
come addicted and later turn to heroin
because heroin is so much less expen-
sive.

This is an issue that affects the
whole country. In my own State, it
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